Enrollment On Rise Again

HE Fall Term, opening at the

University November 2, saw an
increase of close to 10 percent in civil-
ian enrollment over the fall enroliment
for 1943, with a total registration of
6,568 as of November 6. This is the
first time in the past five years that
an enrollment increase among civilians
has been shown over the previous year.
The all-time peak was reached in 1939-
40 when nearly 13,000 students en-
rolled. Attendance in recent years has
steadily dropped as pressure of the war
has increased, until the opening of the
present term. )

One of the direct causes of this in-
crease has been a sharp rise in the en-
rollment of women students. The larg-
est number of women in the history of
the University is now registered and
the total includes 1,229 Freshmen girls.
It is interesting to note that the wo-
men comprise over half the total enroll-
ment, with 4,554 in residence as com-
pared with 2,024 civilian men. This
marks an increase of 568 women since
last fall, with 21 more men.

On the other hand, while there was
a sharp rise in civilian enrollment, the
number of servicemen stationed on the
campus has dropped to 2,575. This
figure, reached on November 6 and
which includes 1,150 Army trainees
and 1,425 Navy trainees, is far below
the record high of 3,800 servicemen
stationed here a year ago. This drop
may be attributed both to the drastic
reduction in ASTP affected last April
and to the curtailment of V-12 assign-
ments, which, according to a recent an-
nouncement, will be closed to new en-
trants March 1, 1945. In addition to
these reductions, the Army has an-
nounced that all dental training stu-
dents on the Campus will be discharged
at the end of the current term.

Returning veterans under honorable
discharge are bringing the war much
closer to the Campus this year. Three
hundred twenty-nine are now enrolled
and of this number 29 are vocational
rehabilitation cases under Public Law
16, which implies serious disability,
and the others are beneficiaries of the
“G.I. Bill of Rights.”

Servicemen eligible for vocational re-
habilitation aid must have a disability
incurred while in active service and be
receiving a pension. The Veteran’s Ad-
ministration Office in Dearborn, Mich-
igan, has the final word for the state

on which men are to be classified under
this Law, and those chosen are sent to
school for four years. Aid under this
Law takes the form of tuition, books,
laboratory fees, and a subsistence al-
lowance consisting of $92 per month
for single men, and $103 per month
for married men, or men with depend-
ent relatives, all of which is paid by
the federal government.

Ex-service men eligible under the
“G.I. Bill of Rights” who have seen 90
days active service or have a service-
incurred disability receive the same
federal aid with $50 per month sub-
sistence allowance. They are sent to
school for one year, plus their term of
service, if they are under 26 years of
age. Those veterans over 26 years,
however, are sent to school for a one
year’s refresher course, but if they wish
to continue, they must prove their edu-
cation was interrupted by their service
in the armed forces.

An emergency subsistence loan of
$1,200 recently was granted the Uni-
versity by the State Office of Veterans’
Affairs which will be used as short-
term loans for the veterans during the
period they are waiting for their fed-
eral payments to begin. This has been
necessary as the G.I. Bill payments
are not made until the veteran has
been in school a month.

As only $50 per month is allowed
for unmarried men, and $75 for mar-
ried men or men with dependent rela-
tives, Clark Tibbitts, Director of the
Veterans’ Service Bureau at the Uni-
versity, remarked recently that they
cannot possibly live on that amount as
living expenses in Ann Arbor are so
high. He further explained that some
of the veterans will not take advantage
of the loans as they prefer. to work,
but, as he pointed out, these men have
been out of school for so long that they
will have a hard enough time readjust-
ing themselves to studying without
being forced to work. “If the veterans
have to take short hour programs be-
cause they have to work, it will defeat
the purposes of the G.I. Bill,” Mr.
Tibbitts said. He also pointed out
that the average apartment rental in
Ann Arbor is $50 a month and there
is a desperate need for low-priced
apartments for married veterans if they
are going to be able to take advantage
of the G.I. Bill.

In addition to the men enrolled

under these two federal programs, there
are a few veterans registered under the
State Rehabilitation Program. In these
cases the State of Michigan furnishes
aid in the form of tuition, books, and
in some cases room and board. The
men enrolled under this plan are those
who are not eligible under either the
G.I. Bill or Public Law 16, or those
who are waiting for their G.I. applica-
tions to be processed.

Of the 329 veterans enrolled for the
new fall term, three are women, with
two from the Marines and one from
the Navy. These women are at the
University under the G.I. Bill. Two
of the girls are graduates and one is
an undergraduate.

All theatres of the war except the
Northern European Campaign are rep-
resented in this group of returning
servicemen. The most recent ones are
from the Italian theatre and include
men who have seen service in Sicily,
Africa, and Italy. In addition there
are two men from Iran. Veterans of
most of the Pacific campaigns are also
well-represented. These men are for
the most part upperclassmen and trans-
fer students, but there is a representa-
tive body of Freshmen.

It is heartening to University offi-
cials to realize that the veterans of
this war are being remembered with a
badly-needed helping hand from the
Government. It is evident too, par-
ticularly among the freshman group,
that many of them never expected to
continue their educations beyond high
school, as the preponderance of indus-
trial courses on their applications indi-
cates.

There has also been a sharp rise in
the number of Latin-Amerian students
enrolled for the Fall Term, and the
University continues to have more
Latin-American students than any
other school in the country. Over 150
are now in residence at the University,
which marks a decided upward trend,
and this is due to several reasons.
First, many Latin-Americans are com-
ing to the University as a direct result
of the Good Neighbor Policy; and sec-
ondly, many who used to go to Eu-
ropean universities are coming to the
United States as there is no other
place to go. In addition, the Co-
ordinator of Inter-American Affairs,
the Institute of International Educa-
tion and the State Department have
all encouraged the education of Latin-
Americans in this country through
scholarships in pursuance of the Good
Neighbor Policy.
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