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OUBTLESS the ma-
D jority of those who
visit the William L.
Clements Library of Ameri-
cana on the Michigan Cam-
pus look upon it primarily
as one of the two or three
great storehouses of history
on the discovery, coloniza-
tion and early development
of the United States. It is
that—but much more.

The donor of this great collection, Former
Regent William L. Clements, ’82, LL.D.
(Hon.) ’34, was alertly conscious, just as are
all historians, that a library such as his must
go much farther back in history to tell the story
of America. The history of the United States by
no means parallels the early history of the Ameri-
can Continent or the Western Hemisphere.

For that reason the William L. Clements Li-
brary deals with entire Western Hemisphere in
its treatment of the first two centuries of Ameri-
can history. Then it narrows its field to the
United States, properly leaving to the great
libraries and museums of the Latin American
countries the task of preserving for posterity
the original records of the progress and achieve-
ments of those republics and colonies.

That this is being done is indicated, among
many other examples, by the fact that Guatemala
is safeguarding the priceless original manuscript
by Bernal Diaz del Castillo, one of the com-
panions of Cortez, giving the best account known
of the Conquest.

Thus it may properly be said that the Clem-
ents Library belongs as much today to the whole
of America as it does to the United States.

Columbus “discovered America” when he
landed in the West Indies. The explorers and
colonists and Conquistadors who followed him
for the next century or more did not concern
themselves with the seemingly-uninviting coun-
try to the north, but moved west and south into
the rich Indian nations where loot was enormous
and inviting. .

In the original, contemporary books and maps
of that century the Clements Library tells the
story of those stirring days. All who know the
Clements Library are acquainted with one of its
prized possessions, an original copy of the Latin
version of Columbus’ letter to the Royal Treas-
urer of the Spanish Court, telling of his voyage
and of what he had seen and done. That letter
was published in Barcelona almost immediately
after it reached the court. The Latin version
reached Rome within a few weeks and at that
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time the Rome printer, Stephan Plannck, issued his edition, one of
which is now in Ann Arbor.

Europe was eager for news of the New World. The writings of
the explorers and the Conquistadors and the Padres were quickly
published and given wide circulation through translations in many
countries. The Clements Library contains many of these—often
several copies of the same work in different languages. The book-
maker of those days was a skilled workman and many of the prized
possessions of the Library are beautifully bound in their original
leather covers, and in remarkably good condition.

One hundred years before any printing was done in the British
Colonies, there was published in Mexico by the Cromburger Press,
in 1543, the so-called “Doctrina Breve” of Bishop Zumarraga. This
is the earliest Mexican imprint possessed by the Library. Recently
there has come to the Library an early Peruvian imprint, done in
Lima in 1585, of “Tercero Cathecismo”, printed in three languages
—Spanish and two Indian dialects.
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Alumni To Aid In Inter-American Relations

NE of the significant educational
trends which has developed
from the present World War is

the turning to the United States and
its great educational institutions of the
students from the Latin American
countries. The federal government has
taken cognizance of this situation by
setting up several bureaus in Washing-
ton charged with the duty of encour-
aging this interest and formulating
plans for meeting the many problems
which have arisen. The government
also has encouraged the work being
done by educational foundations and
by colleges and universities in the
furthering of cultural relations with
the republics to the south.

Formerly the great universities of
Europe benefited by the attendance of
students from Latin America to a
greater extent than did the educational
institutions of this country. This was
natural in view of the ties which
existed, through language and culture,
between the Spanish and Portuguese
speaking peoples of Latin America and
their parent nations of Europe. With
European universities practically elimi-
nated by the war and with travel to
that continent completely stopped, the
ambitious students of this continent
are now turning to United States for
the advantages which they enjoyed
previously in the old universities of
Spain, France and other now battle-
torn countries.

N an article written in a Quarterly
Review issue of The Michigan
Alumnus of six years ago, Professor J.
Raleigh Nelson, Counsellor to Foreign
Students and Director of the Interna-
tional Center, wrote:

“Latin America has sent its students
to Michigan almost from the very first.
One came as early as 1863; since 1877
the succession of students has been
nearly unbroken; and since 1900 it has
represented one of the important
groups on the Campus. Through most
of the past 36 years, the University of
Michigan has had the largest enroll-
ment of Latin American students in
this country. Perhaps there is some
significance in the fact that this insti-
tution was host to the first Pan-Ameri-
can Congress, and that the entire dele-
gation of representatives of the South
American countries visited Ann Arbor
in 1889. At the present time, when
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President Matthews of Alumni Association Announces Appointment of
Hemisphere Committee To Assist University In Its Program of Closer
Educational Relationship Between The United States And The Latin
American Republics. Graduates And Former Students, In Large Num-

bers, Will Provide The Manpower.

By T. HAWLEY TAPPING, 161,
Editor, The Michigan Alumnus

there appears to be an effort to revive
the Pan-American idea and to bring
about a closer relationship between the
two Americas, it is to be hoped that
the University may do its part through
its Latin American alumni, many of

your pnu'clcnl Sa’d

Not many years ago it was
regarded as a genuine adventure
into unknown and perhaps dan-
gerous territory when a citizen
of the United States traveled to
Central or South America, or,
vice versa, when a Central or
South American came to this
country. The University of Mich-
igan has good reason to know
that this i1s no longer true. So
many of our own students and
professors have visited the hos-
pitable lands to the South and
returned, fascinated by the people
and the ways of life which they
found there, and so many fine
young men and women from
those countries have been among
us here in Ann Arbor that we are
acutely conscious of the greatness
of the cultures of our southern
neighbors and of the satisfaction
to be gained from our contacts
with them. We are constantly
thrilled by the evidences of loy-
alty and affection shown by for-
mer students who have returned
to their homes after a period of
study here, and we hope that
many more may come to take
their places in future years. The
countries and institutions of the
Western Hemisphere are no long-
er far apart, either in distance or
in spirit.

whom are in positions of considerable
influence.”

With this as a premise, and against
the background of a well-organized
program established by President
Ruthven for the further promotion of
the University’s service to, and cul-
tural relationships with, the Latin
American peoples, the Alumni Associa-

tion has set up the machinery by which
it will place its alumni manpower and
its organization at the disposal of both
the University and the federal govern-
ment in the furtherance of the aims an-
nounced.

One of the first steps has been the
appointment by Alumni Association
President Christian F. Matthews of a
Committee on Inter-American Rela-
tions. The personnel of this commit-
tee, as announced elsewhere in this is-
sue, was chosen from the large group of
Michigan alumni and former students
resident in the Latin American coun-
tries. They are alumni who, by virtue
of recent visits to Ann Arbor or by
their other contacts with the Campus,
have evidenced a lively interest in
promotion of closer educational rela-
tionships between their nations and the
United States, and particularly with
the University of Michigan. Others on
the committee are Michigan alumni in
key positions in Washington, as well
as several members of the Michigan
faculty whose administrative duties on
the Campus are concerned with Latin
American contacts.

THIS Special Issue of The Michi-
gan Alumnus has been designated
by President Matthews as the official
announcement of this Committee, as
well as of the program.

Already suggestions have come from
members of the Committee as to ways
and means by which aid can be given
to the United States Government and
to the University in their respective
programs. The majority of these sug-
gestions recognize the long-term nature
of the project, a feature which has
been emphasized in all communica-
tions. The conditions created by the
present World War will last for many
years, and the work now being done
will endure for many years. Economic
and cultural relations, now being ac-
celerated, will endure after the war,
and the peoples of the American con-
tinents will be bound closer together
than has heretofore been the case. The
relationships built up in this and in
years immediately following will last.
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